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The Columns From The Great Etteilla Tarot 
 
This is about the building of the four columns, which represent at their base the four great interests in life: Love, 
Health, Luck, and Money. 
 
Start by shuffling the cards but do not cut them. Count up to four and place the fifth card exposed, face upwards, 
horizontally. Do this same operation four times in order to get the “foundation stones”. 
 
You must now start erecting the columns: Take the pack of remaining cards and shuffle thoroughly. Count the 
cards up to three and then take out the fourth and fifth card, expose them and place them side by side on the two 
vertical rectangles above the ‘foundation stone” or Base. Carry out the same operation four more times, placing the 
last card to be exposed, horizontally on the capital of the column. 
 
When the first column is finished, erect the three others in the same way. At the end you could have the diagram 
show. 
 
Interpretation 
First study the card at the base or Foundation Stone. This card gives a general idea regarding the consultation. Then 
going upwards study the cards two by two. Conclude by studying the horizontal card at the top. Bear in mind that if 
the card of the man or woman consultant are found no matter where in the column, the person concerned can be 
certain that the anticipated or expected event is near.. 


