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Dan Pelletier lives north of Seattle 
Washington with his wife of 22 years, 
Jan, his two cats, Spook and Pookha, and 
32 rosebushes. 
 
He has been reading Tarot for himself 
and others for over thirty years. 
 
He has written articles appearing on the 
Tarot for Life website newsletter, 
“Seeker’s Journey,” and Tarot Passages; 

and has published interviews with deck creators on the tarotgarden.com website library. 
He is known online as Umbrae Draco. 
 
Dan is also co-owner of The Tarot Garden, a highly respected resource for tarot decks 
and related information on the Internet. 

 
 

www.tarotgarden.com 

 

2 Card Window & Door Spread 
 

1. The Window: This is what we see. What the universe is offering us.  This is 
what we can get. 

2. The Door: What you have to do to get it. 

 

3 Card Spreads 
• Past, Present, Future 
• Yes, No, Maybe 
• Body, Mind, Spirit 
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5 Card Spread 
1. Past 
2. Present 
3. Unknown Present (Key Card) What the universe is about to drop in your lap or 

things going on behind your back that you don’t know about. This is going to 
manifest quickly. There is nothing you can do about it because you have already 
made the decisions, and other people have made decisions that are going to make 
this happen. 

4. Near Future (2-3 weeks) 
5. Far Future (5-6 weeks) 
 

7 Card Spread 
1. Past 
2. Present 
3. The Veil – What keeps you from seeing what’s really happening? (Obstacles) 
4. The Unexpected 
5. The Gate: What you have to pass through to get where you are going 

(Lesson) 
6. Near Future 
7. Far Future 
 
(Break into 3 card Spreads) 

 

Umbrae 's 7-ca rd horseshoe 
 

1. Recent Past  
2. Present  
3. Hopes & Fears  
4. The Unexpected  
5. The Gate  
6. Near Future  
7. Further Future  
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Umbrae 's Relationship Spread 
 
Relationship spreads are very difficult, because you are dealing with two people, their 
lives, thoughts, and emotions simultaneously. 
 
You are also looking at the very alive, shifting, and quixotic reality created by the afore 
mentioned attributes of two people, the third entity we call, the relationship. 
 
You lay it out in three columns. The columns are read both downwards, and from both 
sides inward. It is set up so that the left column shows Person 1's path through the 
relationship; the right column shows that of Person 2. The center column is read both 
as a separate (third) entity, AND dependant upon the paths of person 1 & 2. 

 
Person 1 

(read first) 
The Relationship 

(read third) 
Person 2 

(read second) 
Person 1 Feels this is the 
emotional baggage. 
 

Core (what the relationship 
is founded on) 
 

Person 2 Feels this is the 
emotional baggage. 
 

Person 1 Needs 
intellectualized emotion 

Needs (what the 
relationship needs) 
 

Person 2 Needs 
intellectualized emotion 
 

Person 1 Expected 
Outcome 
 

What we can expect of the 
relationship (expectations) 
 

Person 2 Expected 
Outcome 
 

 The future of the 
relationship. (Probable 
reality) 
 

 

 
This relationship spread is tricky, and appears slightly difficult. 
It is not a, "A=1, B=2, C=3" type spread. 
 
Row A is 'stuff we drag around with us'. Emotional baggage we use as a 'root', or 
foundation – this is also past. This is Ego's Regret. Picture it as a large steamer trunk 
that we drag around…Marleys Ghost's Chains… 
 
Row B can be read as Hopes or Fears, Ego's Anxiety about the unknown future. It could 
also be what we really need, on a very deep level that we don't want to admit. This is 
our 'Now'. 
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So looking at the two outside columns separately, they tend to indicate Feel – Need – 
Result. However they also simultaneously represent P-P-F; AND baggage brought into 
the relationship, (They are read downward); simultaneously, but not really. You have to 
look at the cards and allow them to read themselves to you, let them tell you, "Hey! 
This is a need issue", or "Hey, I'm a Fear". Hopes and needs are similar. 
 
After reading the two outside columns downwards, comes the big task. Reading from 
the outside towards the center. 
 
A center card should not be read 'by itself'; it is best read as to how it has been 'created' 
by the two cards on either side. Or perhaps even...How it creates the cards on either 
side. 
 
This spread is not so much about 'card meanings' as 'flow', and how the cards interact 
with each other. 
 
For example, the second row is entirely dependant on the cards above it. The second 
row is a result...and the the third is a result...all the way down... 
 
That's step two - the center is dependant on the outside cards, and lower cards are 
results of higher cards... 
 
Step three (and the most difficult and strange)... 
 
Look at the whole unit as a 'flow', not as 10 cards, but as 1 piece of art. look for how the 
power or love or passion play out as you move down (remember - you're not looking at 
10 cards). 
 
Here's a thought. Go to a gallery or a Museum first. Look at art. 
 
Look at some Monet's. NOT online. Real live stuff. Dale Chihuly glasswork will do too. 
 
Look at all kinds of art. Immerse yourself in art. 
 
You don't think about what Monet or Chihuly or Renoir or Granville or Dali or Escher 
or Roger Dean or Gauguin…or what they did or were 'trying to say'...or how they did 
it... 
 
How does it make you feel? 
 
Remember finger painting as a child in school? The feel of the paint between your 
fingers? The feel when you looked at the result? 
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That's the flow you want to look at when looking at this spread. I often suggest laying 
it out so you can 'get some distance', where a 7 of Swords loses its details, and becomes a 
blur of color. 
 
Is there a card that the whole of the spread seems to 'revolve' around? Does one card 
work as a 'hinge'? Is there a balance all the way down? Does a harmonious whole 
become two distinct and separate entities with that last card making a singular 
statement? 
 
Forget meanings - think art - think how does it make you feel... 
 
Do not use reversals… 
 
(When I was wearing glasses, I'd take my glasses off so the whole spread would blur - 
then I'd read the blur. You may try looking through plastic wrap...) 
 
It is well worth investing the time to learn it. I have used this spread for years...with 
excellent results. 
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